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Purpose 

This report sets out details of Hampshire County Council’s Local Cycling and 
Walking Infrastructure Plan (LCWIP) consultation and the basis for the Borough 
Council’s formal response. 

Recommendation 

That the Council: 

i) Supports and welcomes the LCWIP to order to improve walking and 
cycling infrastructure within the Borough. 
 

ii) Recommends to HCC that the LCWIP references a suggested list of 
additional walking and cycling -related schemes in Gosport Borough 
and relevant routes into neighbouring local authority areas. 
 

iii) Delegates authority to the Manager of Traffic and Transport to provide 
detailed technical and typographical comments to HCC. 

 

1.0 Background 
 

1.1 Hampshire County Council have been preparing draft Local Cycling and 
Walking Infrastructure Plans (LCWIPs) for a number of Boroughs in the 
county including Fareham, Havant, Eastleigh, Test Valley and Gosport. 
They have been working with the active travel charity ‘Sustrans’ and the 
local authorities in developing these draft LCWIPs. 

  
1.2 LCWIPs, as set out in the Government’s Cycling and Walking and 

Investment Strategy in 20171, are intended to help increase cycling and 
walking rates in local areas, and enable a strategic approach to be taken 
through an understanding of existing and future travel patterns. This 
includes identifying barriers to travel by these modes, and where increases 
in walking and cycling trips can be promoted. It is intended that LCWIPs 
will identify a prioritised programme of infrastructure improvement options 
for future investment over a period of up to 10 years (but be reviewed and 
updated approximately every 5 years, or when significant changes occur). 
HCC considers the adoption of an LCWIP to be essential for bidding for 
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national sustainable travel funding, when opportunities arise. 
  
1.3 LCWIPs will form a key component of the Government’s strategy to 

increase the number of trips made on foot or by bicycle. To support the 
drawing up of these documents the Department for Transport has provided 
an LCWIP Technical Guidance (2017)2, which identifies the key outputs of 
these documents as being: 
 

 a network plan for walking and cycling which identifies preferred 
routes and core zones for further development; 

 a prioritised programme of infrastructure improvements for future 
investment; 

 a report which sets out the underlying analysis carried out and 
provides a narrative which supports the identified improvements and 
network. 

  
1.4 The Technical Guidance also outlines the methodology that should be 

used to draw up an LCWIP, which involves the following process: 
 

 Determining scope; 

 Gathering information; 

 Network planning for cycling; 

 Network planning for walking; 

 Prioritising improvements; 

 Integration and application. 
  
1.5 HCC have followed this process in the preparation of this LCWIP and 

subject to adoption, are now at the final stage – integration and application. 
  
1.6 LCWIPs link with other strategic planning documents, including Local 

Transport Plans (HCC), Local Plans (Local Planning Authorities) and other 
walking and cycling strategies to ensure that opportunities for identifying 
new and improved infrastructure is at the heart of land use and transport 
planning, enabling people to have access to a wide range of well-
connected networks. 

  
1.7 LCWIPs are supported by HCCs Local Transport Plan 3, their emerging 

Local Transport Plan 4, and Hampshire’s walking and cycling strategies. 
The aims of  HCC’s walking and cycling strategies are defined as: 
 

 Walking: By 2025, walking will be the travel mode of choice for 
short trips and the most popular and accessible means of 
recreation. 

 Cycling: By 2025, cycling will be a convenient, safe, healthy, 
affordable and popular means of transportation and recreation 
within Hampshire. 
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1.8 The LCWIPs seek to build on HCC’s established high-level, countywide 
Walking and Cycling Strategies and focus on the development, 
prioritisation and delivery of schemes at the local level. 

  
1.9 Improvements to the walking and cycling infrastructure will help towards 

building healthy and friendly neighbourhoods and fulfil HCC’s duty to 
improve both the physical and mental health of our residents, and bringing 
physical activity into daily routines. The adoption of the LCWIP will also 
assist in delivering HCC’s emerging Healthy Weights Strategy 2025 - for 
which GBC is a stakeholder - and support HCC and GBC Climate Change 
Strategies. 

  
1.10 An initial ‘rapid’ LCWIP was undertaken by HCC in 2018 and covered a 

limited travel zone within both Gosport and Fareham Boroughs. It was 
completed in 2018 as part of a programme to address projected air quality 
exceedances at a section of the A27 between the Quay Street and Delme 
junctions in Fareham. The Draft LCWIP for the whole of the Borough 
follows on from this initial work in order to seek longer-term and more 
ambitious measures along with engaging with stakeholders and users to 
develop the wider network. 

  
1.11 Hampshire County Council is now seeking views on their Draft LCWIP, 

which was published on 6 September 2021, and the Borough Council has 
been invited to comment formally. 3 

  
2.0 Report 
  
2.1 Early stakeholder engagement took place in August 2019, where a 

workshop was hosted by HCC and Sustrans at the Town Hall in order to 
seek the views of a variety of user groups with local knowledge, which has 
fed into the draft LCWIP.  Information gathered included knowledge of the 
existing transport network, travel patterns, the location of significant 
destinations (existing and planned) including employment sites, transport 
interchanges, housing developments, retail/town centre areas and 
leisure/recreation facilities. Information and views on the perception of 
existing walking and cycling facilities was also sought in order to highlight 
any areas of concern. This initial engagement has shaped the content of 
this Draft LCWIP. 

  
2.2 The Draft LCWIP contains detail with regards to the methodology, case 

studies and background mapping data used in its production. The majority 
of the document however focuses on a number of key significant routes 
which would benefit from infrastructure improvements. These routes have 
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been identified through an audit process, supplemented with local 
stakeholder consultation. 

  
2.3 The key routes are identified as being either ‘primary routes’, which are 

busy, direct and main routes, or ‘secondary routes’, which are medium 
usage routes through local areas, which connect to primary routes. 

  
2.4 The routes identified for improvement are: 

 

 Gosport Core Walking Zone: this is centred on the Town Centre, 
Stoke Road and their immediate surroundings. 

 Route 350: Henry Cort Way to Gosport Ferry Terminal 

 Route 265: Warsash to Gosport 

 Route 266: Broom Way / Cherque Way junction to Gosport Ferry 
Terminal 

 Route 267: Daedalus Drive / Stubbington Lane junction to Heritage 
Way  

 Route 268: Rowner to Gosport Town Centre 

 Route 346: Fort Fareham to Pier Street, Lee-on-the-Solent 

 Route 347: Fareham Common to Privett 

 Route 348: Grove Road / St Thomas’s Road junction to Crescent 

 Access to bus stops: improving access to the BRT from Standard 
Aero, Vian Close and Grange Road Roundabout 

  
2.5 Plans of these routes are shown in Appendix 1. It is noted that some of 

these routes extend beyond the Borough boundary and in these instances 
HCC is coordinating with the Fareham LCWIP4 to link up the routes. 

  
2.6 Each of the identified routes has a series of recommended interventions, 

which are detailed in a route section and summarised into a ‘Table of 
recommendations’ on pages 86 – 88 of the Draft LCWIP, which includes a 
very high-level cost estimate (low / medium / high cost). The exception to 
this is the ‘Access to bus stops’ project which has been roughly costed at 
£1m. Further viability and technical assessments will be required before 
any of these route recommendations could be taken forward. 

  
2.7 With the exception of the Gosport Core Walking Zone and Access to bus 

stops, all of the proposed route improvements are for cycling. This cycle-
focused approach ensures that a network of improvements is proposed 
across the Borough and prioritises the most efficient routes for increasing 
walking and cycling trips, as identified through the methodology and 
consultation process. Some of the infrastructure improvements proposed 
for cycling are also likely to provide ancillary pedestrians benefits too, such 
as through junction narrowing and traffic calming. The focused scope of 
the LCWIP has however excluded many other potentially effective 
sustainable travel schemes, particularly those for pedestrians (such as 
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other walking zones). 
  
2.8 
 

To supplement this, and broaden future options, the Council has submitted 
a suggested list of other suitable walking and cycling projects (see 
Appendix 2). Whilst these projects may not have been identified through 
the methodology they are considered to add value to the document and 
are based on local experience. These schemes support the overall 
objectives of the LCWIP and will enhance the wider network of walking and 
cycling routes. This is likely to deliver increases in the number of people 
walking and cycling as well as improving the quality of the overall 
experience. This includes assisting individuals in walking and cycling for a 
variety of purposes, such as commuting and trips to school and community 
facilities, as well as encouraging the use of routes for recreation and 
exercise. Importantly given the health issues identified by HCC’s Public 
Health team, proposals on the suggested list accord well with objectives to 
lead healthier lives. Examples of projects from the suggested list include: 
 

 Huhtamaki Cycle Route: Provision of new cycle route along the 
southern boundary of the Huhtamaki site which will improve access 
to Brune Park school. 

 Various improved cycle links to and within the Alver Valley 

 Various linkages to improve cross-Gosport routes (for example 
adjacent Military Road) 

  
2.9 In addition to the suggested list of additional LCWIP projects, the Council 

will submit written detailed comments to HCC which includes 
recommendations for a number of amendments to the overall document, 
both technical and typographical as well as suggestions to improve clarity. 

  
3.0 Conclusion 
  
3.1 The principle of the document is very much welcomed and will provide a 

firm basis for Hampshire County Council as the Local Highway Authority to 
promote cycling and walking infrastructure improvements within the 
Borough, and seek the required funding to deliver schemes once they have 
been developed further. It will also assist in the delivery of a number of the 
Borough Council’s corporate objectives and strategies, as well as 
supporting a number of HCC strategies.  

  
3.2 As indicated above some further amendments of this draft document are 

suggested. The most significant of which is the inclusion in the LCWIP of 
the suggested list of additional cycling and walking projects in the Borough. 
Whilst it is understood that the preparation of the LCWIP, including the 
selection of the key routes, has followed the prescribed methodology as 
well as the consultation process, it is considered useful to both HCC and 
GBC to append the suggested list of other projects to assist with future 
funding bids and to incorporate these into other relevant plans and 
strategies produced by both Councils. It is therefore recommended that the 
LCWIP refers to the suggested list in the main document for further 
consideration, which for the reasons set out in this report are relevant to 



the objectives of the LCWIP. 
 

Financial 
Services 
comments: 

There will be no immediate cost to the Council as the preparation of the 
document is being undertaken by HCC 
 

Legal 
Services 
comments: 

None 
 

Equality and 
Diversity: 

This is a strategy produced by HCC and not GBC and consequently 
would need to be subject to their internal processes. 
 

Climate 
Change 
implications: 

By improving walking and cycling routes in the Borough, the LCWIP will 
contribute towards the Council achieving its climate change reduction 
targets.  
 

Crime and 
Disorder: 

This is a strategy document produced by HCC.  Individual schemes as 
they arise from the document will need to be assessed in terms of their 
safety with regard to crime and disorder including appropriate mitigation. 
 

Corporate 
Plan: 

The enhancement of local walking and cycling routes will assist a 
number of objectives within the Council’s Plan on a Page. This includes 
'ensuring easier access to local facilities and open space' (Enhance the 
environment), 'improving transport to and from and also in the borough' 
(Develop the economy) and 'improving health and well-being' (Empower 
our residents). 
 

Risk 
Assessment: 

Without an established LCWIP in place providing an assessment of 
existing walking and cycling facilities, together with proposals for 
improvements and the setting of a priority list there is likely to be less 
success when bidding for funding to deliver walking and cycling 
improvements. 
 
The inclusion of the suggested-list of LCWIP projects is recommended 
to ensure a broader range of sustainable travel options going forward. 

Background 
Papers: 
 

Borough of Gosport-Draft Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure (KCC 
Plan (HCC and Sustrans September 2021) 
https://res.cloudinary.com/commonplace-digital-
limited/image/upload/v1630939590/projects/Hampshire%20LCWIPs/Gosport_LCWIP-
Report_1920x1080-Small.pdf 

 

Appendices:  Appendix 1: Key routes identified for infrastructure improvements 

 Appendix 2: ’Suggested  List’  of  further local cycling and walking 
infrastructure projects 

Report 
Author/Lead 
Officer: 

Andrew Broster, Traffic and Transport Manager 
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Figure 1 - Gosport Core Walking Zone (Source: Gosport LCWIP) 

 

Figure 2 - Primary and Secondary routes (Source: Gosport LCWIP) 


